September 30, 2010

The Honorable Scott P. Brown

United States Senate

317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
S.2747, the Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act

Dear Senator Brown:

The Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) is a nonprofit organization that represents municipal environmental agencies in all 351 cities and towns across the Commonwealth. We provide training, counseling and informational resources on environmental and land preservation matters to hundreds of municipal organizations and thousands of committed volunteers.  We also advocate and support laws and regulations at the federal level to protect the most critical natural resources. We are writing to request that you co-sponsor and support S.2747, the Land and Water Conservation Authorization and Funding Act.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is our most important tool for conserving national parks, forests and refuges and for supporting acquisition and development of state and local parks. LWCF has provided $89.7 million since it was enacted in 1965, when Congress authorized $900 million annually in federal revenues from oil and gas leasing of the Outer Continental Shelf. LWCF state assistance grants have also benefited 445 state and local park acquisition and development projects in Massachusetts, by providing $95.5 million in matching grants to protect wetlands, working farms and forests, drinking water supplies, recreational resources and wildlife habitat.

Unfortunately, the LWCF program has been chronically underfunded and received full funding only once in its history.  In recent years it has steadily declined to a low in appropriated funding of $155 million in 2008 for the entire country. Full and dedicated funding is needed for the LWCF to fulfill its congressional mandate. As you know, S.2747 would make permanent the authorization of existing LWCF and provide ongoing, dedicated funding.  This bill will provide the necessary level of federal investment in natural, historical and cultural resources in Massachusetts and across the nation.

Economy

Increasingly, we recognize that a healthy environment promotes human health and quality of life and is also important for our economy. Travel and tourism is one of Massachusetts’ largest industries. In 2008 travel and tourism generated $15.6 billion and supported 128,000 jobs in the state. A recent study by the University of Massachusetts shows that land conservation creates over 20 jobs per $1 million of investment. And the Army Corps of Engineers found that protecting wetlands in the Charles River as a flood protection measure would save $17 million in flood damages in the Boston area.

Quality of Life

Massachusetts ranked #1 in the nation in the 2008 State New Economy Index, which reflects the state’s high concentration of knowledge workers and the robust nature of the state’s innovation capacity (R&D, patents, scientists, venture capital). Quality of life consistently ranks near the top of criteria for such firms, including opportunities for outdoor recreation related to conservation. And, whether it is a visit to a local playground or an outing to a national park, getting outdoors connects families, promotes a healthy lifestyle, and builds community.
The Nature Conservancy conducted a poll of likely voters in MA, ME and NH in early September 2010 asking citizens about their support of LWCF, National Endowment for Oceans and desire of voters to want their senators to “have an independent voice.”  Massachusetts’ voters showed approximately 80 percent support for continuing to use offshore oil and gas drilling fees for conservation via LWCF.  In addition there is strong support for creating ocean funding.  The support crossed party, gender and age lines.

Please co-sponsor S.2747 and take a lead in supporting full and dedicated funding for the LWCF program to help protect Massachusetts’ most critical natural resources, strengthen our local economies, and ensure the future of quality of life for all Massachusetts residents.

Thank you for your attention on this important matter.
Very truly yours,
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