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The following conditions may be included in Wetlands Protection Act and / or municipal wetland ordinance/bylaw Orders of Conditions to help prevent the introduction of invasive plant species on construction sites.  The goal for Commission review and conditioning of projects should be to maintain existing native vegetation, to minimize land disturbance, and to prevent the introduction of invasive species seeds and plant parts to the site.  Some or all of the following conditions may be incorporated into wetlands orders to achieve the above goals (Commissions may modify conditions based on site specifics and other factors).
· The location of haybales on site is prohibited.  Erosion controls may include staked filter fabric, bark mulch, “silt sacks,” products made with rice straw, and other weed-free products, subject to approval by the Commission.

· Any soil areas which will remain exposed for longer than 90 days [time period discretionary; Commission may choose shorter time frame] shall be mulched or covered with a short-lived (incapable of reseeding) annual herbaceous cover crop.

· Any soil stockpiles that will remain on site for longer than two weeks must either be fully covered with an impermeable material, or seeded with a short-lived (incapable of reseeding) annual herbaceous cover crop.
· Because invasive species establish and thrive in disturbed areas, to the extent feasible, all soil and vegetation disturbance on site must be minimized, and existing native vegetation shall be maintained intact.  In addition to erosion controls, orange construction fencing is strongly encouraged to protect existing vegetated areas.

· No plants listed on the latest Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources Prohibited Plant List (available at http://www.mass.gov/agr/farmproducts/Prohibited_Plant_Index2.htm) may be brought onto or planted anywhere on the property.

· All fill brought on site must be clean, debris-free, and devoid of invasive plants or their parts or seeds.

· All construction vehicles must be cleaned of accumulated soil or plant matter from other sites prior to entering the site, through washing, brooming, or another method approved in advance by the Conservation Commission.

· In order to prevent the spread of invasive species from one portion of the project site to another, construction vehicles may not enter locations infested with invasive species.  If this is unavoidable, vehicles shall be washed or broomed clean prior to leaving the infested portion of the site.

In addition to the above conditions, Commissioners are encouraged to craft additional conditions based on unique site or project features on a case-by-case basis.
