
March 27, 2010

Secretary Ian A. Bowles
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

Attn: MEPA Office

Nicholas Zavolas, EEA No. 5027

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114
Re:
Update to the Generic Environmental Impact Report on Mosquito Control,

Reference EEA #5027
Dear Secretary Bowles and Mr. Zavolas:

On behalf of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC), I submit the following comments on the update to the Generic Environmental Impact Report on Mosquito Control.  MACC represents the 2,400 Conservation Commissioners in the 351 cities and towns of the Commonwealth, who are charged with protecting the natural resources of their communities under the Conservation Commission Act  (G.L. Ch.40 sec.8c) and with administering and enforcing the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. Ch.131 sec.40).  MACC is the voice of municipal conservation commissions across Massachusetts; and our mission is to promote strong, workable, science-based laws, regulations, and policies regarding wetlands, other water resources, open space, and biological resources.  
Focus on Ecological Management and Restoration
MACC supports the State Reclamation and Mosquito Control Board Program’s continued evolution toward a focus on ecological management and restoration.  MACC encourages it to work in partnership with Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration, conservation commissions, watershed associations and other officials and relevant organizations to identify and remove human-made sources of mosquito breeding and restore fish habitat. 
Continued Improvements in Transparency and Accountability
MACC acknowledges and supports the improvements made in public access to information regarding the mosquito districts’ activities.  We also support the development of GIS-based systems with web postings showing current mosquito activity levels, disease-risk areas and mosquito control treatments.
Completion of Guidelines on Open Marsh Water Management
In conclusion, MACC hopes that the guidelines on Open Marsh Water Management will be updated and completed soon, as we understand this management technique can improve fish access to mosquito breeding sites on salt marshes.  
Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,
Patrick Garner,

MACC President
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