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                    Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions

                                     protecting wetlands, open space and biological diversity through education and advocacy

October 17, 2007
Anthony W. Petruccelli, Senate Chair
Vincent A. Pedone, House Chair
Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government
Room 540, State House
Boston, MA 02133
 
Re: S. 1196, The Community Planning Act

Dear Senator Petruccelli, Representative Pedone and Members of the Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government:
 

The Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) strongly supports Senate Bill 1196, the Community Planning Act, and we urge you to report favorably on this landmark bill. 

Senate Bill 1196 addresses a vital need in Massachusetts; updating outdated and cumbersome planning, zoning and subdivision control statutes that hinder smart growth, impede resource protection and handcuff our local communities’ ability to plan effectively for development.

By updating antiquated land use statutes you send a strong signal to your constituents and fellow legislators that preserving the quality of life in the Commonwealth is of the utmost importance. If adopted, the Community Planning Act will give local communities the ability to better implement smart growth measures. These measures enable local boards and commissions to enact more progressive zoning, which can reduce wetlands permitting, protect open space and lower housing costs. Phasing out excessive grandfathering of subdivisions and providing some oversight over Approval Not Required Plans means that cities and towns can better plan for infrastructure needs and provide adequate community services. 

The current Bill also addresses affordable housing in a more comprehensive and inclusive manner, reducing the reliance on Chapter 40B as the primary tool for providing affordable housing in the Commonwealth.

The Community Planning Act has evolved and been improved through valuable input from diverse stakeholders. Senate Bill 1196 respects the need for growth while providing local communities the necessary tools to protect the quality of life cherished by residents, which in itself drives our local economies. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Sincerely,

Ken Pruitt

Executive Director
10 Juniper Road · Belmont · Massachusetts 02478

Phone: 617.489.3930 · Fax: 617-489-3935 · www.maccweb.org


