
July 28, 2005

Senator Pamela P. Resor   Chair

Representative Frank I. Smizik   Chair

Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture

State House   Room 473F

Boston, MA  02133

Re:  Opposition to S. 520:  "An Act Incorporating Wetland Stewardship and Scenic Resources into Wetland Protection "

Dear Senator Resor, Representative Smizik, and Members of the Committee:

Senate 520, if enacted, would effectively destroy the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. Ch. 131 sec. 40) which is the Commonwealth’s major water resource protection law and the oldest wetlands law in the United States.

Under this legislation:

· Most wetlands would lose all protection
· Most vernal pools would lose all protection
· Wetlands could be freely replaced with lakes and ponds, thus losing most of their values e.g. pollution prevention, flood control
· Expensive, extensive consultants would be required for many project approvals
· Critical buffer zones supporting adjacent wetlands would be almost entirely unregulated
· Communities’ home rule authority over wetlands would be decimated.

This perennially filed bill has been wisely rejected by the Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee for a decade.  MACC urges the Committee to again give it an unfavorable report. 

The Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) represents the 2,500 Conservation Commissions in the 351 cities and towns of the Commonwealth, which are charged with protecting the natural resources of their communities under the Conservation Commission Act  (G.L. Ch.40 sec.8c) and with administering and enforcing Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. Ch.131 sec.40).  In addition nearly half the communities in Massachusetts have wetland bylaws, also administered by the Conservation Commissions.

Sincerely,

Kenneth D. Pruitt   

Executive Director

