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Weston Conservation Commission
                                       P.O. box 378

                                  Weston, MA 02493
                       Telephone: 781-893-7320 x 322

                          grzenda.m@westonmass.org
                                    Fax: 781-529-0112

October 26, 2010
Enrocaher’s name
111 don’t live here lane
Weston, MA 02493

Re:  Encroachment on Conservation Land 
CERTIFIED MAIL: ****
Dear Mr. ****
The Weston Conservation Commission has begun a comprehensive land management effort, including identification of our property boundaries.  The Commission manages over 1,800 acres of Conservation Land in Weston.  In many locations, neither the Town nor the abutters are certain of the boundaries.  As a result, the Commission has hired a land survey company to help identify and locate features along our property lines - stone walls, granite bounds, and iron rods.  
This past summer, the Weston Conservation Commission surveyed the property boundary of the Conservation Land behind your yard (see attached survey map). Several iron rods with caps were located along your northern property line (which abuts Conservation Land).  

Findings

We discovered that a section of your fence has been installed on Conservation Land (see enclosed picture and map).  According to the Building Department files, in 2006, you applied for a building permit to install a in-ground pool and fence.  A site plan entitled “Site Plan Weston, Massachusetts” dated 10/24/06 (enclosed) shows a 6’ Chain Link fence proposed along your side of the property line.  However, approximately 40 linear feet of your fence was installed on Conservation Land.  In addition, approximately 800 square feet of conservation land has been re-graded (to form a berm) and improved with landscaped pine trees, lawn, and mulch (within the fenced-in area). 

It is part of the Conservation Commission’s mission and legal obligation to protect the land it holds in trust for the citizens of Weston from encroachments and alterations such as the extension of lawns, the erection of sheds and fences, and the dumping of yard waste and other debris. All parcels held for conservation purposes are protected under Article 97 of the Massachusetts Constitution.  Many parcels were donated to the Commission for conservation purposes, and the Commission must uphold the donor’s intention.  We want to ensure that Conservation Land remains in a natural condition - so that it can provide wildlife habitat, public enjoyment, stormwater control, and other services and values. This will benefit the general public and abutting property owners.
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Requested Actions

The Commission asks that you remove the portion of fence and irrigation lines that exists on Conservation Land within 30 days.  You may either relocate your landscaped pine trees, mulch, and grass or leave them and discontinue maintenance of Conservation Land.   I will conduct a follow-up visit during the week of November 30th to check on this situation. 

If you feel that an error has been made, need additional time to resolve this matter, or if you would like me to meet with you and/or you landscaper to review the exact location of the property boundary, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

The Commission appreciates your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely,
Michele Grzenda

Conservation Administrator
Fence on Conservation


Land





Photo 1 –chain link fence, planted pines, irrigation on Conservation Land 
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