Blazing the Way
The Friends of the Blue Hills initiated a new Adopt-A-Trail program in 2008.  Trail adopters are responsible for walking a particular section of the trail on a regular basis, and performing basic maintenance, as well as serving as an ambassador to the hiking public.  ‘Section Leaders,’ who have significant trail work experience, provide constructive feedback and act as sounding boards for ideas Adopters may have.  Adopters can do the work alone or bring additional volunteers with them.  Volunteer training, both classroom and trail work based, is provided by the Friends of the Blue Hills trails program, which began in 2007 and also organizes supervised volunteer trail projects twice a month.  Trail adopters visit the trail at least twice a year, in the spring to clear damage from the winter, and in the autumn after the leaves fall.  After work days, the Adopters complete a report describing the work they completed and the work still left to do.

Work focuses on four main areas: 

 

         Clean drainage structures, such as waterbars, culverts and ditches

         Remove overhanging and downed branches and small trees

         Remove trash 

         Report major problems on the trail, such as large tree blow-downs, for follow-up by a trail work crew or DCR.

 

The Friends of the Blue Hills’ newsletter from January to March 2008 contains an article on the new program, and contains contact information.  The newsletter can be found at http://www.friendsofthebluehills.org/PDFs/JanMar08.pdf.  Visit the Friends of the Blue Hills website at http://www.friendsofthebluehills.org/. 

 
