
March/April 2008 The Newsletter of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions Volume XXXVIII Number 2

Inside

MACC Attorney Willing to
Support Legal Cases: Request
Form Now on MACC Website . . .2

Conservation Conundrum:
Grassland Habitat Management
in Wetlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Mending Massachusetts’
Conservation Tapestry . . . . . . . .8

Thanks to our 2008 Annual
Environmental Conference
Sponsors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

MACC
Training Program

Schedule

Spring/Summer
2008

pages 12-14

MACC is a private non-profit service
corporation.Our voting membersare the
Co n s e rv a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n so f
Massachusetts. Nonvoting memberships
are available to others interested in
community resource protection and
include receipt of this newsletter.MACC
welcomes letters, articles, drawings and
photographsfromreaders,but reservesthe
right to edit or reject submissions. Non-
staff articles do not necessarily represent
the opinionsof MACC. Reproduction in
whole or in part is permitted with proper
credit.For advertising rates and
membership information call MACC at
617.489.3930. (Highlights from the 2008 Conference, continued on page 5)

Highlights from the 2008 MACC Annual
Environmental Conference

By Ken Pruitt

On March 1 more than 700 brave souls traveled throughheavysnow to
attendMACC’s2008AnnualEnvironmental Conferenceat theCollegeof the
Holy Cross, Worcester. Thankfully snowfall was only about half the
maximum predicted,and the conference was its usual successful mixture of
learning,networking,and socializing.

Early arrivals fil ed into the
Ballroom for the Opening Session.
Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs Ian Bowles
delivered the keynote address,
remarking that he never gives
speeches on Saturdays, but would

Farewell and See You on Beacon Hill
By Ken Pruitt

It is with a mixture of excitement and sadness that I will
soonbedepartingMACC to join theEnvironmental League
of Massachusetts (ELM) as Managing Director. For thelast
five years I have been privileged to serve MACC and
Conservation Commissioners from across the
Commonwealth in the cause of community-based natural
resourcesprotection.While I am sorryto bemoving into aposition with less
regular contactwith Conservation Commissions,I amlookingforwardto the
enhanced role I will have as an advocate for MACC and Conservation
Commissions on Beacon Hill throughlegislative and other advocacy at the
EnvironmentalLeague.

Helping to lead MACC hasbeen tremendously meaningful and rewarding.
MACC supportsthe 2,400Massachusetts citizenswho spendtheir precious

From left to right: Fred Fawcett, Ken Pruitt,
Pam Resor, Ian Bowles, Michael Sites

(Farewell, continued on page 10)
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MACC Attorneys Willing to Support
Legal Cases: Request Form Now on

MACC Website
By Kenneth Whittaker

MACC’s Board of Directors includes a number of attorneys
experienced in environmental law. On occasion, MACC is askedto
weigh-in on legal appeals where, in the opinion of the requestors,
important and fundamental issues related to wetland resourcearea
protection are at issue and where MACC supportmay benefit their
cause. These requests usually come in the form of a requestfor an
amicuscuriaebrief or, more simply an amicus brief. Amicuscuriae
li terally means “ friend of the court.” According to Black’s Law
Dictionary, the standard lexicon for defining legal terms, an Amicus
Curiae is a person with a strong interest in or views on the subject
matter of an action who may petition thecourt for permission to fi le a
brief, ostensibly on behalf of a party but actually to suggest a rationale
consistent with its own views. Filing of amicus briefs is not an
uncommon practice but can and often does involve a substantial
research andwriting effort.

MACCwelcomestheserequests, butweproceedcarefully to ensure
that our inputwill behelpful to thematter, consistent with our mission
to serve our members in enhancing protection of wetland area
resources, andreasonable in termsof thebalancebetween the level of
effort requiredandthe benefit of a successful outcome. Althoughall
requests areconsidered, not all can be accommodated given time and
resource limitations. MACC makes decisions on whether to fil e an
amicus brief after careful consideration and often after substantial
research anddiscussion.

MACC has taken a step which hopefully wil l make theBoardmore
approachableontheissueof requestsfor fi lingof an amicusbrief while
at the same time streamlining our review process to ensure that the
most worthy requests are acted uponexpeditiously and appropriately.
The Board has developed a Request for MACC Legal andAdvocacy
Supportform available on our website (www.maccweb.org) underthe
“A dvocacy” tab. Theform requests fundamental information relatedto
the case, such as the parties involved, but also its factual issuesand
procedural history (which can determine the issues to beaddressedin
the brief). Of equal importance is the requested legal synopsis to
briefly identify the primary legal issues and statutory/regulatory or
policy authority at issue and explain why the applicant/requestor
believes this case would be important to and/or consistent with
MACC’s mission. Theform is sufficient to providea basic skeleton to
direct MACC’s further review. We trust that it will prove useful to
attorneysin framing their strategy andgoals in seeking MACC legal
involvement.

Kenneth Whittaker is an attorneywith the Bostonlaw fi rm Adorno
& Yoss and is also an MACC Director.
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In 2005,theEOEA put forth aComprehensiveWildlife
Conservation Strategythat identifiesgrasslandsas oneof
the habitats in greatest need of conservationin the
Commonwealth. Overthelast100years,wehaveseena
decline in early successionalhabitats – grasslands,
shrublandsandyoungforests– asour landusehasshifted
from agrarianto commercial, industrial and residential.
Lands that remain undeveloped have succeeded or are
succeeding to forests. This means that we are losing
grasslandhabitatandthebiodiversity thatgoesalongwith
it.

The term “grasslands” is used asan umbrella term to
refer to avariety of grass-dominatedcommunitiesthatare
predominantly the products of human activities.
“Grasslands” includes active pastures, hay fields,
abandonedfields,nativeupland grasslands(dominatedby
lit tle bluestem),savannahsandwet meadows.

MassWildlife and the Natural Heritage & Endangered
SpeciesProgram encourage landowners to protect, restore
and maintain grasslandhabitat. MassWildlife’s Landowner
Incentives Program (LIP), with funds from the federal
government, is providing financial support to private
landowners to establish and maintain early successional
habitats. Due to federal constraints on this funding, it is
not available to municipalit ies.

The surge in activity to create and maintain grasslands
has created controversy in the conservation community.
Some Conservation Commissions do not understand the
value of grasslands or do not understand how to permit
themwithin therequirementsof theAct. In severalcases,
Conservation Commissions have reluctantly agreed to
allow clearing of invasive shrubsto improve or expand
grasslands, but have not allowed the clearing of areas
dominatedby native wetland shrubs. In onesituation, the
Conservation Commission was supporting grassland

Conservation Conundrum:
Grassland Habitat Management in Wetlands

By Laura Mattei

(Conservation Conundrum, continued on page 6)
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makeanexception for MACC. Oneof thehighlightsof his
speechfrom the standpointof Conservation Commissions
hadto do with Commission authority to imposeconsultant
fees for project review. Secretary Bowles stated that
EOEEA, in conjunction with MassDEP, is working on a
guidance letter that will clarify that MassDEP will uphold
denials by Conservation Commissions in cases where
applicants refusedto pay requested consultant fees. He
explained that this would be the case except in
extraordinary circumstances where a requested fee is
clearly exorbitant or the consultant review is clearly not
needed. Of course,Commissionscannotimposeconsultant
fees without the legal authority to do so. The best way to
obtain such authority is to adopt regulations pursuant to
General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53G. The MACC
EnvironmentalHandbookexplains how.

Secretary Bowleswasintroduced by MACC’s longtime
friendstateSenatorPamela Resor. MACC’s newPresident,
FrederickFawcett II, introducedSenatorResorwith words
of thanks for her many years of accomplishments
protecting the environment. Senator Resor’s long and
distinguishedcareerincluded a stint asMACC’s Executive
Director. After nineyearsin theHouseandanotherninein
the Senate, Pam Resor plans to retire at the end of her
currentterm. Her tremendousleadership in the Senateon
behalf of the environment will be sorely missed, but
Senator Resor plans to continue promotingprotection of
natural resourcesafter her retirement in yet unspecified
ways.

Within the Opening Session MACC held its Annual
Meeting, with voting members comprisedof all member
Conservation Commissions. Frederick Fawcett II was
elected as MACC’s new President. After a distinguished
year of service Michael Sites becamePastPresident. Sally
Zielinski, MACC’s former Executive Director, became
President-Elect. E. Heidi Ricci waselectedVice President
for Advocacy. Amy Ball became Vice President for
Education. Jo-Anne Burdin was elected Treasurer,and
NancyYeatts was elected to anothertermas Secretary.

FraminghamConservation Agent MicheleGrzendawas
elected to a three-year term on the board as well as
receiving an MACC Environmental Service Award.
Donald MacIver left the MACC boardafter a tremendous
20 yearsof service– thankyou Don!

MACC presentedEnvironmental ServiceAwards to five
individuals. Assistant AttorneyGeneral JamesMilkey was
given an awardfor OutstandingPublic Service. LeeAnne
Connolly was namedConservation Administrator of the

Year (from Belchertown). Michele GrzendaandJennifer
Steele, Framingham’s Conservation Agent and Assistant
Agent respectively, were given an award for Outstanding
Achievements in Community Conservation, Outreachand
Open Space Stewardship. Francis W. Hatch, Jr.wasgiven
a Li fetime Achievement Award for his work in passing
some of the original legislation to protect wetlands in
Massachusetts. The 1965 Hatch Act (which protected
inland wetlands) as well as the 1963 JonesAct (which
protected coastal wetlands) were combined in 1972 to
become theMassachusettsWetlandsProtectionAct.

The conference also featured 25 workshopson a wide
variety of topics, and more than 50 exhibits from vendors
of environmental products andservices,state agenciesand
other environmental organizations. MACC offered four
units of the Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissionerstrainingprogram (1, 3, 5, 6), aswell asthe
newly revamped AdvancedCertificate ProgramCoreDay:
WetlandsEcology and Conservation Biology.

MACC wants to extend its sincere thanks to this year’s
conferencesponsors, led by NSTAR Electric andGas(see
page11 andtheMACC website for full li st). Sponsorship
supportof MACC translates into a better conferenceand
much needed training and materials for Conservation
Commissionsacrossthestate. Thankyou!

I also want to thank everyone who worked so hard to
organizeand execute theconference: thevolunteers,staff,
exhibitors, andof courseworkshopand training program
speakers. Everyonedid a marvelous job underdiffi cult
(snow) conditions.

Based on participantcomplaints last year, this yearwe
discontinueduseof school buses to transport conference
attendeesto lunch in favor of passenger vans. Thechange
wasmadebecause, unlikeaschoolbus,thesmaller vansfi t

(Continued from page 1, Highlights from the 2008 Conference)

From left to right: Fred Fawcett, Jennifer Steele, James Milkey, Michael Sites

(Highlights from the 2008 Conference, continued on page 11)
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habitat maintenance (throughmowing), but thenthe DEP
over-ruled the commission after a neighbor appealed the
project.

At a landscapescale,grasslands provide an important
elementof habitatdiversity. Sevenspecies of state-listed
birds are highly dependenton grasslandsof one type or
another for nesting, migrations, or wintering habitat
(mostly along thecoast or on largerislands).Additionally,
ecologists have documented the decline of several
grassland-nesting bird species, including American
bobolink,Easternmeadowlark andSavannahsparrow. In
order to mitigate these population declines, we need to
increase the amountof available nesting habitat. These
habitats arealsocritical to a diversity of insects and plants.

Grasslandhabitatrestoration typically involves clearing
shrubs, and sometimes trees, around field edges or
removing hedgerowsthat bifurcate fields. Edgehabitats
are known to supportour more commonwildlife species
and have been shown to increase predation on nesting
birds. Grasslandbirds seek out large fields for nesting
(10+ acresfor somespecies and much larger for others).
Therefore, the quality of grassland habitat is greatly
improvedby the removal of hedgerows and shrubgrowth
aroundfield edgesbecauseit bothincreasesthesizeof the
habitat and removes sources of predation. Many native

pollinators and state listed plants require smaller, open
wetlandsthat depend on periodic disturbances.

Research acrossthe state showsthat historical andpre-
settlement land usepractices, including fi re, grazing and
mowing, were the agents that kept many wet, grass
dominatedsystemsopen. Many speciesdependenton these
habitatsareextremely rareor havebeen extirpatedfrom the
Massachusetts landscape. Thesespecies includespeciesof
turtles, butterflies and plants.

The crux of the argument rests on whether or not the
proposed alteration is enhancing wildli fe habitat valuesof
the wetland. While clearing shrubsand trees representsa
dramatic alteration of thewetlands,all interestsof theAct
are preserved and the wildlife value usually remains the
same or increases dueto the relative scarcity of grassland
habitat. This issue involves some eco-philosophical
questionsthatengender strongdifferences of opinion.

One focal point of the debate is how to define and
measure restoration and enhancement, and to determine
what state of habitat succession is desirable and in what
balance across the landscape (which also brings into
question the root resource management goals which are
verymuch in transition now dueto massivenewinfluences
relatedto climatechange). Thereareseveral viewpointson
this. Forexample, underwhat circumstancesshouldpeople
today be managing wetlands in a way that artificially
suspendsnatural habitat succession and requiresintensive
and perpetual human maintenance versusallowing wetland
habitats to naturally evolve in structure and function?
Thereare obvious present-day rare species and diversity
issues to consider here, but a historical perspective also
begsquestionsabout what target species composition and
habitat mix we should bemanaging for.

In evaluating the language of theAct, Section 10.53(4)
of the Wetlands Protection Act (part of limited projects)
providesfor projects that “will improvethenaturalcapacity
of a resourcearea(s) to protect theinterests” of theAct and

(Continued from page 3, Conservation Conundrum)
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such projects may include “ thinning or planting of
vegetation to improve habitat value.” This language
providesfor theopportunity to managewetlandsfor habitat
value,but doeslittle to providecriteria for such judgments.

To make headway, a new way of perceiving wetland
resource regulation andmanagementis neededthat moves
beyond the traditional framework of laws and
implementationmeant only to protect andmitigateagainst
resource degradationandloss– to anapproach designedto
allow andencourageresourcerestorationandenhancement.
Conservation projects necessitate a different setof review
criteria than developmentprojects, but all review criteria
must continueto protecttheeight interestsof theAct.

This article initiates a conversation that we hope will
culminate in policy guidelines from DEP that assist
Conservation Commissionswith reviewingandpermitting
habitat management projects essential to the conservation
of theState’s biodiversity.

Laura Mattei is Director of Stewardshipat the Sudbury
Valley Trustees.

Civil Engineers

Landscape Architects

Land Surveyors

Planners

Wetland Scientists

Providing creative and 
solution-oriented land planning
and design services, balanced
with an environmental ethic.

Southborough, MA
144 Turnpike Road 01772-2104
508-366-0560  f: 508-366-4391

Plymouth, MA
32 Court Street 02360-3866

508-746-3288  f: 508-746-6407

Providence, RI
10 Greene Street 02903-4317

401-273-0355  f: 401-273-0177

www.btiweb.com
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We mark the first year of Governor Deval Patrick's
tenurein theCornerOffice by heralding anextraordinary
achievementby the Governorand his team, especially
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Ian
Bowles. Working with state land agencies like the
Department of Fish& Game(DFG), andtheDepartment
of Conservation & Recreation (DCR), Land Trusts, and
Conservation Commissions, more than 250 private
landowners in Massachusetts placed more than 11,000
acres of their land under permanent conservation
protection in 2007. Thisdoesn't evenincludethe2,000or
more acres that were acquiredoutright by land trusts,
towns andthestate. This is a great accomplishmentand
a testament to the power of the Commonwealth's most
successful public-private partnership, the one between
government andthenon-profit landconservation sector.

It is more than a successfor the new Governor,
Secretary, and Commissioners,though. It marks a hard-
earned and well-deservedvictory for the staff and
managersof the state's conservation and environmental

Mending Massachusetts’ Conservation Tapestry
By Bernie McHugh

Reproduced with permission from MassLand E-News.

agencies, who were deci-
mated anddemoralized by
four years of calculated
mismanagement under
GovernorRomneyandhis
apparatchiks. Berated by
Romney as "bureaucrats"
and "deadwood," watch-
ing as colleagues were
forced from their jobs,
these unsung heroes
quietly continued to hold
together theprograms crucial to conservation. Sowhen
GovernorPatrick and Secretary Bowles took office, they
were met by a group of accomplished professionals,
armed with a wealth of newideas,and ready to getback
to work protecting theenvironmentof Massachusetts.

And the Governor has new ideas of his own. His
vision of 10-15newSignature Urban Parks, 10 or more
large-scaleHabitat Reserves, andWorkingLandscapes,a
comprehensive set of programsto protect economically-
important agricultural and forest lands, representthe
long-missing "Smart Conservation" component of
"smart growth." Anyonewho doubts Governor Patrick's
commitment to conservation should read hispreamble to
theEnvironmental Bond.

The Governor's new operating and capital budgets
hold great promise for reversing the decline of the
Romney years and repairing the damage done to
Massachusetts' environmental infrastructure. The
Environmental Bond has $355 mil l ion for land
protection over the next 5 years, and the Governorhas
pledged convincingly that he will invest at least $50
millionper year, andmoreif economic conditionspermit
it. This is a bold and unprecedented commitment. His
just-filed operating budget restores funding for the
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Programof
the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, which hasbeen
critically underfunded by the Legislature for years,and
promises $100 mill ion for the hard-pressed Parks of
DCR.

It ishard to misstheexcitement andsenseof potential
now being felt by Massachusetts conservationists now
that the Commonwealth is making a renewed
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commitmentto conservation. And private philanthropyis
taking a new look at increasing its role in Massachusetts
conservation efforts. A recent meeting organized by
SecretaryBowlesbroughttogetherthestate's largest green
groups with representatives of a dozen of the leading
national andlocal foundationsto discusscooperative and
large-scaleefforts to protect both forested wildlandsand
working woodlands. And earlier this month the
MassachusettsWildlife Summit saw 100 of the state's
leading conservationists, sportsmen, and
environmentalists come together to explore ways to
support the Divi sion of Fisheries and Wildlif e in
implementing the comprehensive State Wildli fe Action
Plan, which is widely considered one of the best in the
nation. It's been a long time since folks from the
EnvironmentalLeague of Massachusetts andThe Nature
Conservancy broke bread with the Massachusetts
Sportsmen'sCouncilandtheGunOwners'ActionLeague.
Perhapsthelong-dormant "Guns& Roses"Coalition will
rise again.

TheGovernor,Secretary and Commissioners are doing
their part. Non-profits are stepping up their efforts.
Donorsand foundationsarewilling to givemore. Now it's
up to the Legislature - and YOU. The conservation
championsin theLegislaturewill dotheirbest, but it is we
who must convince the rest, especially the leadership,of
the importanceof passing the Environmental Bond, the
NaturalHeritageline item, thePublic LandsPreservation
Act, andtheGreenBudget. Please beon the lookout for
Action Alerts from the Massachusetts Land Trust
Coalition, MACC and others and be ready to CALL or
VISIT your legislator. Remember - if a Senator or
Representative gets6 contacts on an environmental issue,
that's a landslide!You CAN makea difference!

Whatever early successes Governor Patrick might
reflect uponashisproudest,hehasgiven peoplewho love
the wildli fe, landscape and natural beauty of
Massachusettsmuchto celebrate in his first year. It's up
to us to fulfill our end of the bargain and persuade the
Legislatureto do their part.

Bernie McHugh is Coordinator of the Massachusetts
Land Trust Coalition and Editor of MassLand E-News.
He is also a memberof theMACC Boardof Advisors.
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time serving as Conservation Commissioners to protect
naturalresources.Commissionersareunpaid and seldom
receive thanks (in fact in some communities they are
obstructed by wrongheadedlocal politicians), and their
commitment to natural resource conservation is an
inspiration. To all currentandformer Commissioners I say:
knowing and working with you restoresand maintains my
faith in humanity. As you sit behind folding tablesin Town
Hall listening to permit requestsuntil midnight (with
spouses waiting at home), you are enacting a spirit of
individual and collective volunteerism that distinguishes
you and benefitsusall.

I havedonemy utmostat MACC to helpyou, and while
I am proudof much of what I haveaccomplished, I wish I
couldhavedonemore. Of coursemy effortshaveonly been
a small part of the overall work of the MACC team. You
should know that the staff and board of directors are
working as hard as they can to meet the needs of
Conservation Commissions. To thatend,thanks to a grant
from the MassachusettsEnvironmental Trust,MACC is in
theearlystagesof anassessment of thetraining andsupport
needsof Conservation Commissionsthat will, by July 2009,
result in a long-term strategic plan to meet those needs. If
you are contacted and askedto participate in this needs
assessment, I hopeyou wil l takethetimeto do so.

I would like to say a few words about the impact of
Conservation Commissions. Many Commissioners have
lamentedthefact thattheWetlandsProtectionAct and even
localbylawsoftendon’t adequately protect wetlands,rivers
andother sensitive natural resources. They also highlight
inadequate or nonexistent staff and other needed support.
All of thesecomplaints areaccurateand justified, but there
is a bright side. At leastMassachusetts, unlike moststates,
hasa moderately strongstate law protecting wetlandsand
waterways. At leastmunicipalitiesin Massachusetts, unlike
anywhereelse in the country (to my knowledge), have the
homeruleauthority to passandenforcewetlandsprotection
bylaws andordinances.Winston Churchill once remarked
that “Democracy is the worst form of government, except
for all thoseothersthathavebeentried.” Somethingsimilar
could be said of the wetlands protection system in
Massachusetts comparedto therest of thecountry. Should
we rest on our laurels? Absolutely not – the functions of
many wetlands and waterways are increasingly being
damaged dueto ever increasing development pressureand
inadequate protections at the state and local levels. We
should continue to demand stronger laws and more

resources for Conservation Commissions. However, a
constant focuson where we fall short can lead to distress
and fatigue. Take a moment from time to time to look at
what we’ve accomplished over the last 50 yearsand are
now accomplishingevery day, andbegrateful thatwehave
at leastourmeager resourceprotection toolsandthousands
of fellow citizenswill ing to use them. I’d say theglassis
about2/3 full here.

In closing, I want to thank MACC’s wonderful and
supportive staff and Board of Directorsfor making thelast
five yearsthebest in my career. It is truethat I amleaving
my staff role at MACC, but rest assured I will stayin close
contact and I will remain your friendand strongsupporter.
Keep up thegoodwork!

Ken Pruitt’s last day as MACC’s Executive Director is
April 11. At press time, MACC is in the processof
interviewing candidatesfor theposition.

(Continued from page 1, Farewell)
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under a low arch leading to thecafeteria, allowing MACC
to provide door-to-door service. We also plan to add a
third vannextyear to decrease wait times.

Thanks again to everyone – volunteers, speakers,
exhibitors, sponsors,and of courseeveryonewho madeit
throughthesnow to attend thisyear’sconference.Seeyou
nextyear!

Ken Pruitt is MACC’s Executive Director.

Environmental Consulting Services
For Conservation Commissions
Environmental Permit Review
Wetland Delineation Reviews
Construction Compliance Monitoring
Erosion ControlPlans
Stormwater ManagementSystem
Evaluations
Wetland Restoration & Miti gation Plans
Rare Species Habitat Studies
Vernal PoolAssessments
WetlandPlantNursery andPlantingServices

Wetlands Preservation, Inc.
Environmental Consulting Services

475Ipswich Road, Boxford,MA 01921 (978)352-7903
47 Newton Road,Plaistow, NH 03865 (603)382-3435
FAX : (603)382-3492E-MAIL: info@wetlandwpi.com

Website: www.wetlandwpi.com

(Continued from page 5, Highlights from the 2008 Conference)
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Rinker Materials - Stormceptor

KEY CONTRIBUTORS
Horsley Witten

Hydroworks
LEC Environmental Consultants

New England Environmental
Norfolk Ram Group
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Weston & Sampson Engineers

CONTRIBUTOR
Brackett & Lucas

FRIEND

Law Office of Michael G. Sites
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Spring/Summer 2008 Educational Offerings
(Registration on page 14)

Valuable MACC educational programs
are available to you this spring.

Sign up as soon as possible to reserve your space.

North Shore Fundamentals For Conservation Commissioners Series

Saturday, May 3 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 5 ~ Wetland Types: Their Functions and Values
12:30 - 3:00 p.m. Unit 6 ~ Writing an Effective Order of Conditions

Saturday, May 10 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 2 ~ Getting Home Before Midnight: How to Run An Effective Meeting
12:30 - 3:30 p.m. Unit 4 ~ Plan Review & Site Visit Procedures

Saturday, June 7 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 7 ~ Open Space Planning & Protection Techniques
12:30 - 3:00 p.m. Unit 8 ~ Managing Conservation Lands

(For all of the above, materials included. Bring a bag lunch.)

Thanks to for donating the use of its facility.

Edgewater Technology, Inc. • 20 Harvard Hill Square • Wakefield, MA 01880

Basic/Intermediate Wetland Delineation Workshop
with Ingeborg Hegemann and Patrick Garner

Stow Town Building, 380 Great Road, Stow

Saturday, May 31
(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (limit 20) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

This workshop is designed for Conservation Commissioners eager to learn more about wetland delineation
methodology. Classroom activities will be designed for individuals new to delineation and will be a review
for intermediate delineators. Participants will learn about wetland ecology - including hydrology, soils and
vegetation - in addition to wetland delineation in Massachusetts using the DEP Manual “Delineating
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands under the MA Wetlands Protection Act”. Field activities will provide
opportunities for beginner and intermediate teams. Participants will observe and discuss common wetland
indicator plants, review soil test pits in both disturbed and undisturbed locations, and practice delineating
a wetland. DEP manual included with registration.

Attendees should bring a bag lunch and come dressed for field work - sturdy footwear, long sleeves and
long pants recommended. Refreshments and cool drinks will be provided.
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Basic Wetland Delineation
Workshops with John Rockwell

Marion Town House, 2 Spring Street
Marion

Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils
Saturday, May 17

(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Focus is on hydric soils, indicators of wetland
hydrology and understanding the DEP BVW
Delineation Field Data form: Section II.
Indicators of Hydrology
(limit 15) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Basic Wetland Delineation: Vegetation
Saturday, June 14

(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Focus is on wetland vegetation and
understanding the DEP BVW Delineation Field
Data Form: Section I. Vegetation.
(limit 15) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Lunch and DEP manual Delineating Bordering
Vegetated Wetlands under the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act are included in each
session. Bring pen/pencil and pocket
calculator. Field work in the afternoon.
Presented in cooperation with the Buzzards
Bay National Estuary Program.

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop

Instructors: Peter Fletcher, Gillian Davies

Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
Sudbury

Thursday, July 10
(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00-4:00

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead
transparencies, hands-on exercises, field
exercise. Topics: Soils of Massachusetts;
Geological Past and its Influence on Our Soils;
Soil Texture - Percent Sand, Silt, and Clay; Soil
Color; Describing a Soil Profile; Estimating
Depth to Seasonal High Water Table. The
afternoon field trip- work in small groups and
describe different soil test pits in the field
which will cover a broad range of soil
features. Instructor will provide the field
equipment needed for this exercise. Bring a
bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Hydric Soil Workshop
Field Identification,

Documentation and Delineation

Instructors: Peter Fletcher, Gillian Davies

Garden in the Woods, Framingham

Thursday, July 17
(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00-4:00

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead
transparencies, hands-on exercises, and field
exercise. Topics: Upland Soils vs. Wetland
Soils and Soil Features Associated with
Wetlands. Several sites will be visited that
have varied wetland and soil conditions.
Participants will work in small groups and
delineate the hydric soil boundary using the
State DEP Methodology. Field equipment will
be provided. Bring a bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0
Advanced Credits)

Participants in both workshops will become
more familiar with the state methodology of
wetland delineation through practice
sessions, case studies and a field session;
they will be introduced to plant identification
and be shown how to use the DEP manual
“Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands
under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act”.
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MACC Spring/Summer 2008 Registration

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Commission/Organization _____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________work____ home____

City/State/Zip __________________________________________Phone (______)________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________

Please include payment and mail to: MACC, 10 Juniper Rd., Belmont, MA 02478. Member fee applies to Conservation
Commissioners and staff when Commission’s dues are paid and other MACC members. Non-members may receive member
rate by joining MACC. Call for details – 617.489.3930. Cancellation must be received in writing (mail, fax, e-mail) at least 2
business days prior to a session. No refund or credit for less than 2 days notice. Credit may be applied to future programs.
A $10 processing fee will be deducted.

Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners (North Shore Series)
(MACC Members $45 per Unit; Non-members $60)

Saturday • May 3 • Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield
Morning: Unit 5 ______ (c0317) Afternoon: Unit 6 ______ (c0318) $ ______

Saturday • May 10 • Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield
Morning: Unit 2 ______ (c0319) Afternoon: Unit 4 ______ (c0320) $ ______

Saturday • June 7 • Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield
Morning: Unit 7 ______ (c0321) Afternoon: Unit 8 ______ (c0322) $ ______

Workshops

Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils (c0323)
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 15 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Saturday • May 17 • Marion Town House, Marion $ ______

Basic/Intermediate Wetland Delineation (c0324)
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 20 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Saturday • May 31 • Stow Town Building, Stow $ ______

Basic Wetland Delineation: Vegetation (c0325)
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 15 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Saturday • June 14 • Marion Town House, Marion $ ______

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop (c0326)
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $110) Limit 25 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Thursday • July 10 • Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury $ ______

Hydric Soil Workshop - Field Identification, Documentation and Delineation (c0327)
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $110) Limit 25 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Thursday • July 17 • Garden in the Woods, Framingham $ ______

TOTAL $ ______

Method of payment: Check enclosed: ❑

Bill my credit card: VISA ❑ Mastercard ❑ American Express ❑ Discover ❑

Card number: Exp. date
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Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions
10 Juniper Road
Belmont, MA 02478
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CALENDAR
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Permit No. 56583

April 8, 2008. Integrating Water Resources
Management. Sponsored by UMass Water Resources
Research Center. UMass, Amherst. Visit www.WRRC
conference.com for details.

May 3, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 5 & 6. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

May 10, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 2 & 4. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

May 17, 2008. Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils.
Marion Town House, Marion. See pages 13, 14 for details
and registration.

May 19-20, 2008. Hydric Soils. Sponsored by UMass,
Amherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for details.

May 21-22, 2008. Advanced Hydric Soils. Sponsored
by UMass, Amherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for
details.

May 31, 2008. Basic/Intermediate Wetland
Delineation. Stow Town Bulding, Stow. See pages 13,
14 for details and registration.

June 7, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 7 & 8. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

June 12-13, 2008. Inland Wetland Plant
Identification. Sponsored by UMass, Amherst. Visit
www.UMassULearn.net for details.

June 14, 2008. Basic Wetland Delineation:
Vegetation. Marion Town House, Marion. See pages 13,
14 for details and registration.

July 10, 2008. Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop.
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury. See
pages 13, 14 for details and registration.

July 11-12, 2008. Wetland Delineation. Sponsored by
UMass, Amherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for details.

July 17, 2008. Hydric Soil Workshop - Field
Identification, Documentation and Delineation.
Garden in the Woods, Framingham. See pages 13, 14 for
details and registration.


