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Farewell and See You on Beacon Hill

By Ken Pruitt

It is with a mixture of exdtement and sadnes that| will
soonbe departingMACC to join the Environmentd League
of Massachustts (ELM) as Managing Director. Forthelast
five years | haw been privileged to serve MACC and
Consrvation Commisioners from acress the
Commonwealth in the cause of community-basd naural
resour@sprotection. While | am sorryto be moving into a posiion with less
regula contactwith Consevation Comnissons,| amlookingforwardto the
enhaned role | will haw as an advocae for MACC and Conservatn
Commisions on Bea®n Hill throughlegislative and other advocacy at the
EnvironmentalLeague.

Helping to lead MACC hasbea tremendouty meaningful and rewarding.
MACC supportsthe 2,400 Massachustts citizenswho spendther precious

(Farewell, continued on page 10)

MACC is a private nonprofit sevice
corporation.Our voting membersare the
ConsewationCommissionsof
Massaclusdts. Nonvoting memberkips
are available to others interested in
commurity resouce protection and
include recept of this newsletter. MACC
welcones letters, articles, drawings and
photogaphsfromreades, butreserveshe
right to edit or reject submisions Non-
staff articles do not necesarily represat
the opinionsof MACC. Repioducton in
whole or in part is pemitted with proper
credit. For  adwertising rates and
memkershp information call MACC at
617.489.3930.

Highlights from the 2008 MACC Annual
Environmental Conference

By Ken Pruitt

On March 1 morethan 700 brave souk traveled throughheavy snowto
attendMACC’s 2008AnnualEnvironmentd Confaenceat the Collegeof the
Holy Cross Worceger. Thankfuly snowfall was only about half the
maximum predicted, and the conference was its usuad sucaessful mixture of
learning,networking,and sodalizing.

Ealy amrivals filed into the
Ballroom for the Opening Sesion.
Segetary of Enegy and
Environmental Affairs lan Bowles
ddiverad the keynote address
remarking that he newer gives
speehes on Saturdgs, but would

From left to right: Fred Fawcett, Ken Pruitt,
Pam Resor; lan Bowles, Michael Sites

(Highlights from the 2008 Conference, continued on page 5)
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MACC Attorneys Willing to Support

Legal Cases: Request Form Now on
MACC Website

By Kenneth Whittaker

MACCs Board of Diredors includes a numbe of attorneys
experened in ervironmentd law. On occasion, MACC is askedto
weigh-in on legd appels where, in the opinion of the requestors,
important and fundanentl issues related to wetland resourcearea
protection are at issue and where MACC supportmay benefit their
caue. The® requests usualy comein the form of a requestfor an
amicus curiae brief or, more simply an amicus brief. Amicus curiae
literally means “friend of the court” According to Black’s Law
Dictionay, the standad lexicon for defining legd terms, an Amicus
Curiee is a personwith a strong intereg in or views on the subject
matter of an action who may petition the courtfor permissonto file a
brief, ostensibly on behdf of a paty butactudly to suggetarationak
congstent with its own views Filing of amicus briefs is not an
uncmmon prectice but can and often does involve a subsantial
resard andwriting effort.

MACCwelocomestheserequess, butwe proceedcaefully to ensure
that ourinputwill be helpful to the matter, consstent with our mission
to save our menbers in enhanéng protection of wetland area
repurcees andreanable in terms of the balance between the level of
effort requiredandthe benefit of a suceessful outcome. Althoughall
requests are consdered, not all can be accommodaed giventime and
repurce limitations. MACC makes decisions on whether to file an
amicus brief after careful condderation and often after substaritl
reeard anddiscussion.

MACC has taken a step which hopdully will make the Boardmore
approahableontheissueof requestsfor filing of an amicusbrief while
a the same time streamlining our review process to ersurethat the
mog worthy requeds are acted uponexpaditiously and appropriagly.
The Board has dewelopead a Request for MACC Legd andAdvocacy
Supportform available on our website (www.macacweb.omg) underthe
“A dvocacy” tab. Theform requests fundamental informaton relaedto
the casg such as the paries involved, but also its fadual issuesand
procedurd history (which can determine theissue to be addressedh
the brief). Of equd importance is the requested legal synopss to
briefly identify the primary legd issues and statutorykegulabry or
policy authority at issueand explan why the applicanifrequesbr
bdieves this case would be important to and/or consstent with
MACC’s mission. Theform is sufficient to providea bast skelebnto
direct MACC's further review. We trug tha it will prove usefulto
attorneysin framing their strategy and goak in sesking MACC legal
involvement.

Kenneh Whittaker is an attorneywith the Bostonlaw firm Adorno
& Yoss and is also an MACC Diredor.
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Conservation Conundrum:
Grassland Habitat Management in Wetlands

By Laura Mattei

In 2005,the EOEA putforth a Comprehasive Wildlife
Consevation Straegythatidentifiesgrasslandsas oneof
the habitats in greaest need of conservationin the
Commonwalth. Overthelast100years,we haveseeha

declire in early successionalhalitats — grasslands,

shrublandsandyoungforests— as our land usehasshifted
from agrarianto conmercial, indudrial and residentia
Lands tha remain undevelopd have sucealed or are
succeding to forests. This means that we are losing
graslandhabitatandthebiodiversty thatgoes alongwith
it.

The term “grasslands is used asan umbrdla term to
refer to avariety of grass-dominedcommunitesthatare
predominanly the products of human activities.
“Grasslanls” includes active pastues, hay fields,
abandonedields, native uplard grasdands(dominaedby
little bluestem),savannahandwet meadows.

MassWildlife and the Natural Heritage & Endangered
SpecesProgran enmurage landavners to protect restore
and maintain grasskhndhabitat. MasWildlife’s Landowner
Incentives Progran (LIP), with funds from the federal
government, is providing financial support to private
landavner's to establish and maintain early successinal
habitats. Due to federa condraints on this funding, it is
not avadlable to municipdities.

The surgein adivity to crege and maintain grassands
has created contoversy in the consevation community.
Sone Congnaton Commissions do not undersand the
value of grasslands or do not undestand how to pernit
themwithin the requirements of the Act. In severalcases,
Conservation Commissons have reluctanty agred to
allow clearing of invasive shrubsto improve or expand
graslands, but hawe not alowed the clearing of areas
dominaied by naive wetland shrubs. In onesituation, the
Conseavation Commission was supporing grassland

(Conservation Conundrum, continued on page 6)
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STOMNES WITH STYLE WALLS WITH

Aqua-Bric®
Pedestrian Friendly
Permeable Pavement

Frvars by |deal s pleased to introdece Squa-Bric” a pedestrian
friendly, ADA-compliant permeable interlocking concrete paver,
Agua-Bric’s flat surface accommodares foot craffic, high heels and
wheelchairs while allaowing rainsater oo drain cheowgh the
pavemment and infilerate inoo the sodl below, [deal for walosays,
parsas, plazas, anorances and resedentlal drivessys,

== W Creaces a sieooth, siable pavement surface with
mitlivsal cpenings I compliance wich ADS,
CriliEris

Vi 1'1“"». B Provides 1C0% scormwates infiloration - up o &”
of rainfall per hour over the Sesign life of de
piventent

B Vithetands harsh debcing sabts, and snow can be
safely and easily removed with snow shovels,
sivivw’ blowoers ar snow glows

B EFA-recognized BMP and meets LID criceria

1."______- B Qualifies for credits under the LEED” Green
ey Building Certification System

B Eliminates standing water cn surfaces without
o slope

B Cosc ks comparable to conventlonal impernvious
pavement with catch basinsg and undargrowend
pipe

W Curperforms other pervicus pavement systams
i harsh clinrares with Feeze-thaw cycles

ﬂ. Pavers H 1]
‘b i0ea
IDEAL COMNCRETE BLOCK COMPAMY, INC.

‘Wastford and ¥Wealcham MA » www el Concrene@iod com
1-B00-24-1DEAL
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(Continued from page 1, Highlights from the 2008 Conference)

male anexceptionfor MACC. Oneof thehighlightsof his

speechfrom the standpointof Congrvation Commissios
hadto do with Commisgon authority to imposeconsultant
fees for project review. Seaetay Bowles stated that
EOEEA, in conjundion with MassDEP, is working on a
guidane letter thatwill clarify that MassDEP will uphold
denids by Conseration Conmissions in cases where

applicantsrefusedto pay requested consulent fees. He

explained that this would be the case except in

extraodinay circumstnes whee a requestd fee is

clearly exorbitant or the consiltant review is clearly not
nealed. Of course Commissionscannotimposeconsulant

fees without the legd authorty to do so. The best way to

obtain such authorty is to adoptreguhtions pursuant to

Generd Laws Chapte 44, Section 53G. The MACC
EnvironnentalHandbookexplans how.

Secetay Bowleswasintrodued by MACC'’s longime
friend stateSenatorPanda Resor. MACC’s newPresident,
Frederick Fawcettll, introdued SenatorResorwith words
of thanks for her many years of accanplishments
proteding the environment Sendor Resor’s long and
distinguishedcareerincluded a stintasMACC'’s Executive
Director. After nineyearsin the Houseand anotheminein
the Sende, Pam Resor plansto retire at the end of her
currentterm Her tremendoudeaerdip in the Senateon
behaf of the ervironment will be sordy missed, but
Senator Resor plans to continue promoting protedion of
naturd resourcesafter her retirement in yet unspecified
ways

Within the Openng Sessoin MACC hdd its Annual
Meeting, with voting membes comprisedof all membe
Consrvation Conmissians. Frederick Fawcett Il was
elected as MACC's new Preddent After a distinguished
yea of savice Michael Sites be@amePastPresidat. Sally
Zielinski, MACC's former Exeautive Director, became
President-Elect. E. Heidi Ricci waselededVice President
for Advocay. Amy Ball beame Vice President for
Educdion. Jo-Anne Burdin was elecied Treasurer,and
NancyYeats was elected to anothertermas Seaetary

FramnghamConservabn Agent Michele Grzendawas
elected to a threeyear term on the board as well as
receiving an MACC Environmental Service Award.
Dondd Maclver left the MACC boardafter a tremendous
20 yearsof service—thankyou Don!

MACC presentednvironmenta Service Awards to five
individuals. Assistant AttorneyGeneal JanesMilkey was
given an awardfor OutsendingPublic Sevice. LeeAnne
Connolly was namedConservation Administreor of the
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From left to right: Fred Fawcett, Jennifer Steele, James Milkey, Michael Sites

Year (from Belchertown). Michde Grzendaand Jennifer
Stede, Framingham’'s Congrvation Agent and Assistant
Agent respectively, were given an awad for Outsianding
Achievamentsin Comnunity Consevation, Outreachand
Open Space Stewadship. Francis W. Hatch, Jr. wasgiven
a Lifetime Achievament Award for his work in passing
sone of the origind legislation to protect wetlands in
Massaachusetts. The 1965 Hatch Act (which proteced
inland wetlands) as well as the 1963 JonesAct (which
protected coastd wetlands) were combined in 1972 to
become the Massachusetts WetandsProtection Act.

The conference aso featured 25 workshopson a wide
variety of topics, and more than 50 exhibits from vendors
of environmentd produds andsevices, state agenciegaind
other environmentd organizations. MACC offered four
units of the Fundanentals for Conservation
Commissbnerstraining progran (1, 3, 5, 6), aswell asthe
newly revamped Advanced Certifi cate ProgramCoreDay:
WetlandsEcology and Consevation Biology.

MACC wants to extend its sincere thanks to this years
conference sponsorsled by NSTAR Electric andGas(see
page 11 andthe MACC website for full list). Sponsorship
supportof MACC trandates into a better conferenceand
much needed training and materials for Conservabn
Commissonsaaossthe state. Thankyou!

| also want to thank evayone who worked so hard to
organize and execute the conference the volunteers staff,
exhibitors, and of courseworkshopand training program
spakers Everyonedid a marvelous job under diffi cult
(snaw) condtions.

Based on paricipantcomplaints last yea, this yearwe
disontinueduse of school buses to transpat conference
attendeedo lund in favor of passenge vans. Thechange
was madebecause unlike asdool bus,thesmaler vansfit

(Highlights from the 2008 Conference, continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 3, Conservation Conundrum)

habita maintenane (throughmowing), but thenthe DEP
over-ruled the conmisgon after a neighbor appeded the
project

At a landscapescale,graslands provide an important
elementof habitatdiversty. Sevenspeies of statelisted
birds are highly dependenton graslandsof one type or
anotrer for neding, migratons, or wintering habtat
(mosty along the coast or on largerislands).Additionally,
ewmlogists have doaumented the decline of severd
grassland-netsng bird spedes, including American
bobolink, Easternmeadavlark and Sawannahsparrow. In
order to mitigate thes populdion declines, we needto
increase the amountof available neging habiat. These
habitds arealsocritical to adiversity of inseds and plants

Grassland habitatrestordion typicdly involves cleaing
shrubs, and someimes trees, araund field edgesor
removng hedgerowsha bifurcate fields. Edge habitats
are known to supportour more commonwildlife spedes
and have beenshown to increae preddion on nesting
birds. Grasslandbirds seek out large fields for nesting
(10+ acresfor somespedes and much larger for othes).
Therebre, the quality of grasdand habitat is gredly
improvedby the remowal of hedgeows and shrubgrowth
aroundfield edgedecaiseit bothincreaseshe sizeof the
habita and remowes soures of preddion. Many native

At Anderson & Kreiger,
the environment fills owr tigld of vision.

Spocinlized knowledgs, Persenal commitment,

&1 Ardarann & Engiger LLP, ervvironmeeital [aw 16 our Hiss
and Sur passdan, Far rmarly o deeades, we hasa mpressnied
COMESMYALIEN cammiassans in amas ranging from watlands
protectian e drafting regulatons and by-laws. Whe affer the depth
anid sxgpananca of @ larga firm wwiih ihe rems ard respons eanaas
of a small flrm. Contact Georga Hall &t [§17) 3524575,

ANDERSON &% KREIGER

&) Thoimicika Birdpl Cambiidge, Messsehoaeszs 33 131-1762

Tal JE17) 352-BETS Fax @171 3575350 wavrnd andaiwenbhialimr. Larm

pollinabrs and state listad plants require smaler, open
wetlandstha depend on periodic disturbanes.

Research aadossthe stae showstha historical and pre-
sdtlement land use practices, including fire, grazing and
mowing, were the agens that kept mary wet, grass
domnaiedsysens open. Many species depadentonthese
habitats are extremdy rare or have been extirpatedfrom the
Massachusédts lands@pe These species indude specesof
turtles butterflies and plants.

The crux of the argument rests on whether or not the
propo®d alteration is enhancing wildlife habtat valuesof
the wetland. While clearing shrubsand trees representa
dramatic aterdion of the wetlands, all interestsof the Act
are presrved and the wildlife value usually remans the
same or increeses dueto the relative scarcity of grassland
hakitat This issue involves some eco-phil osophical
guestionsthatengende strong differences of opinion.

One focal point of the debde is how to define and
measure restoraion and enhan@ment, and to deermine
what state of habitat suaesson is desirable andin what
balance across the landsepe (which also brings into
guestion the root resource management goals which are
very much in transtion now dueto massive newinfluences
relatedto climae change). Thereare sewerd viewpontson
this. Forexample, underwha circumstances shouldpeople
today be managing wetlandsin a way that artificially
suspadsnaurd habitat sucession and requiresintensive
and perpeud human maintenance versusalowing wetand
habitats to naurdly evolve in structure and function?
There are obvious present-day rare species and diversity
issues to conside here, but a historicd perspedve also
begsquestions about what target species compostion and
habitat mix we shoull be managing for.

In evaluding the langua@e of the Act, Section 10.53(4)
of the Wetlands Protection Act (pat of limited projects)
providesfor projectstha “will improve thenaural capaciy
of areurcearegs) to protect theinterests’ of theAct and

NEW ENGLAND ENVIEONMENTAL, INC.

O Research Dinve S Amherst, WA 01002 i -
(413} 2560202 ) Fax: (413) 2561093 HEE

ECOLOGICAL DESIGN & RESTORATHON EXFERTS:
* Waefland Design & Bloenginworing
* Nabwral Chinnal Dagign
* Praject Installation and Swperdsion
* Native Plani Installalicon
' Brosion Conérod Specialists
* Full CAD, GIS, and GPE Capabilitics
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such projects may include “thinning or planting of

vegetation to improve habitat value.” This language
providesfor the oppatunity to managewetiandsfor habitat
value, but doeslittle to provide criteria for sud judgments.

To make headvay, a new way of perceving wetland
resour® reguhtion andmanagenentis neeledtha moves
beyond the traditional framework of laws and
implementationmeant only to proted¢ and mitigate aganst
resour@ degradationandloss— to anapproab designedo
allow andencourgeresourcegesbrationand enhanemaent.
Congnation project necesiate a different setof review
criteria than dewelopmentprojeds, but al review criteria
mug coninueto protectthe eightinterestsof the Act.

This article initiates a converstion tha we hope will
culminate in policy guidelines from DEP that assist
Congrvation Commissionswith reviewingand permitting
habitat managemet project esential to the conservation
of the Stae’s biodiversity.

Laura Matteiis Director of Stewadshipat the Sudbury
Valley Trustees.

MURTHA CULLINA LLP
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Mending Massachusetts’ Conservation Tapestry

By Bernie McHugh
Reproduced with permission from MassLand E-News.

We mark the first year of Governor Deval Parick's
tenurein the CornerOffice by herdding anextraordinary
achievementby the Governorand his team espeially
Secetary of Energy and Environmentl Affairs lan
Bowles Working with state land agencies like the
Departmant of Fish& Game(DFG), andthe Departmat
of Conenation & Recreabn (DCR), Land Trugs, and
Consewvation Commissbns, more than 250 private
landownes in Massachusés placed more than 11,000
acres of their land under permanent consevation
protedion in 2007. Thisdoesrt evenincludethe 2,0000r
more acres that were acquiredoutright by land trusts,
towns andthe state. This is a great acaomplishmentand
a tegament to the power of the Commonwe#h's most
sucesful public-private partneship, the one beween
govanmeri andthe non-profitlandconservation sector.

It is more than a successfor the new Governor,
Secretay, and Commissionersthough. It maks a hard-
eanmed and well-deservedvictory for the staff and
manayers of the states conservéion and environment

Legal services for

+ Giovernment
+ Mon-Profits

* Rusiness
¢ Lapdowners

Encompassing all aspects of environmental law.
real estate, and related hitigation plus
land use planning and strategic advice for
complex transactions and controversies.

Corceod MeCiregor » Michae! OF Ml
Mathanie] Stevens « Luke Legere

|5 Court Square, Suite 500
Boston, MA 02108
] 7-138-6d64
Fax 617-338-0737
Websile; www megregorlaw.com
REFRESENTIMNG CLIEMTS I THE BN TIRLE
RANGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

agendes, who were deci-
mated and denoralized by
four years of calculated
mismangiement unde
GovernorRomeyandhis
appaatchiks. Berated by
Romney as "bureaucrats”
and "deadwood," waich-
ing as colleagues were
forced from their jobs, §
these unaung heres §
quietly continued to hold .
togeher the prograns cru0|al to conservation. Sowhen
GovernorPdrick and Secretary Bowles took office, they
were met by a group of accomplishal professiona,
armed with awedth of newideas, and ready to getback
to work protecting the environmentof Massachusés.

And the Govenor has new ideas of his own. His
vision of 10-15new Signaure Urban Parks, 10 or more
large-xale Habitat Resaves, andWorking Landscapes
comprehendve set of progransto protect economically-
important agriculturd and foreg lands, representthe
long-missing "Smat Consevation" componeh of
"smart growth." Anyonewho doubs Govenor Patrck's
commitment to consernvation shout read his preanble to
the Environmental Bond.

The Governor's new opeating and capital budges
hold great promise for reveasing the decine of the
Romney years and repairing the damaje dore to
Massachuséts' environmenta infrastucture. The
Environmental Bond has $355 million for land
protection over the next5 years and the Governorhas
pledgeal convincingly tha he will invest at least $50
million per year, and moreif emnorric conditionspernit
it. Thisis a bold and unprecedented commitment. His
justfiled operatng budget redores fundng for the
Natural Heritage and Endangeaed Speies Programof
the Division of Fisheies and Wildlife, which hasbeen
critically undefunded by the Legislature for years,and
promises $100 million for the hard-pressed Parks of
DCR.

It is hard to missthe exdtement and sense of potential
now being felt by Massahusdts consevationiss now
that the Comnonwedth is making a reneved
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commimentto consevation. And private philanthropyis

taking a newlook at increasng its role in Massachusetts KOPELMAN anc PAIGE, r.c.
conservaion efforts. A recent meeting organized by '

Secreary Bowlesbroughttogeherthestae'slarges green THE LEADER IN MUNICIPAL LAaw
groups with representiives of a dozen of the leading

nationd andlocal foundatonsto discusscooperatve and Providing emvironmental and land use
large-<sale efforts to proted both foreged wildlandsand legal services for more than 30 years

working woodlands. And eardier this month the
MassadusettsWildlife Summt saw 100 of the statés
leadng conseavationists, sportsmen and w Wetlands Protection and Walerways
environmenalists come togethe to explore ways to
suwpport the Division of Fisheies and Wildlife in
implementing the comprehasive Stae Wildlife Action "
Plan, which is widely consderal one of the best in the w Foning and Subdivision Control
nation. It's been a long time sine folks from the
Environnental Leagie of Massachustts and The Nature

s Land Acquisition and Preservation, CR's

m Federal, Stale and Local Permitting

DEF and EPA Regulatory Compliance

w Harzardous and Solid Waste

Consewvancy broke bread with the Massachisetts = Enforcement and Litigation

Sportsnen'sCouncil and the Gun Owners’/Action League.

Pehapsthelong-dormat "Gunsé& Roses"Coaltion will v Contact: Kathleem Connolly, Esqg.

rise again. ﬁ) 101 Arch Street, Bosion, MA 02110
BiM)-548-3522

The Governor, Secréary and Commissioners are doing keonnolly@k-plaw.com

their pat. Non-profts are stepping up their efforts.
Donorsand foundationsare willing to give more Now it's HOSTON + YWORCESTER * MNORTHAMPTON * LENOX
up to the Legislature - and YOU. The consevation WINIRC K- LAV GO

championsin theLegislaurewill dotheirbest, butit is we
who mug corvince the rest, epeciadly the leadeship, of
the importanceof passng the Environmental Bond, the
NaturalHeritageline item, the Public LandsPre®rvation
Act, andthe GreenBudgé. Please be on thelookout for a b U b

Action Alerts from tﬁe Massahusetts Land Trust hb(_a {‘-J RLWL[ Fr
Coalition, MACC ard othe's and be ready to CALL or PEovbAing ElNEIONL ERRT.CInMES. V.aln S
VISIT your legislaor. Remembe - if a Senator or B
Repregntdive gets6 contads on an environmatal issue,
thats alandslide! You CAN makea difference

Whatever early succasss Governor Parick might
reflect uponashis proudest, he hasgiven peoplewho love
the wildlife, lands@pe and naural beauty of Evdangeed Species vantory g
Massadhusettsmuchto cdebrae in hisfirst year. It's up Stormwater Management §
to us to fulfill our end of the bargan and persuale the
Legislaureto do their part.

Watland Sclence & Engineering

Coastal Resourcs Mansgemant
ConstrisUan Manitaring B Review

Low Impact Development

Bernie McHugh is Coordinabr of the Massachusetts
Land Trust Coalition and Editor of MassLand E-News. Sustainabia Site DeslgniManagamant
He is also a memberof the MACC Boardof Advisors.

Ecsion « Wolresio = Morwekl » Farmouth

13 Walde Strast 15 Elking Strest
Elorcenter, A D108 Eodren, MA 02127

& Fel: SON-Fo2 4500 m Lol &1 764000

& Fam: 508-722-L500 & Pt & 7-220-42401

tall Free: RO0-28K:&1 25 Wl iy w B Cgi aup o
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(Continued from page 1, Farewell)

time serving as Conservattn Commisdoners to protect
naturalresources. Commssiamersare unpad and sddom
recave thanks (in fact in some communities they are
obstru¢ed by wrongheadedocd politicians), and their
commitment to natual resoure conservatbn is an
inspiraion. To all currentandformer Commissioners| say:
knowing and working with you restoresand maintains my
faith in humanity. As you sit behind folding tablesin Town
Hall listering to permt requestsuntil midnight (with
spougs waiting at home), you are enacting a spirit of
individual and collecive volunteaism tha distinguishes
you and benefitsusall.

| havedonemy utmostat MACC to helpyou, and while
| am proudof mud of whatl haveaccomplishel, | wish|
couldhavedonemore. Of coursemy efforts hawe only been
a small part of the overall work of the MACC team You
should know that the staff and board of directors are
working as hard as they can to meet the needs of
Congrvation Commissions. To thatend,thanksto a grant
from the MassachusettEnvironmentd Trust, MACC isin
theearlystagesof anassessmetof thetraining and support
needof Consavation Commissionstha will, by July 2009,
result in along-tam strategt planto meet thos neals. If
you are contaded and askedto participae in this needs
asesment | hopeyou will takethetimeto do so.

I would like to say a few words aboutthe impad of
Congnation Commgsions. Many Commissiongs hawe
lamentedthe fact thatthe WetandsProtection Act and even
local bylawsoftendon’t adequatly protect wetlands,rivers
and other sensitive natural resoures They aso highlight
inadequée or nonexstent staff and other needed support.
All of thesecomplains areacarateand justified, but there
is abright side. At leastMassachustts, unlike most stétes,
hasa moderatéy strongstatelaw prote¢ing wetlandsand
wataways. At leastmunicipalitiesin Massaidhusets, unlike
anywhereelse in the county (to my knowledge, hawe the
homerule authority to pas andenfore wetlandsprotedion
bylaws and ordinances.Winston Churchil once remarked
that “D emocrag is the worst form of government, exaept
for all thoseothersthathavebeentried” Somehingsimilar
could be sad of the wetlands protection sysem in
Massachus#és comparedo thered of the country Should
we red on our laurds? Absolutdy not — the functions of
many wetlards and waterways are increasimgly being
damagd dueto ever increaig developnent pressureand
inadequée protedions at the state and local levels. We
shauld continue to demand stronger laws and more

10

resour@s for Consevation Comrmissions However a
condant focuson where we fal short canlead to distress
and faigue Take a momentfrom time to time to look at
what we've accomplishal over the last 50 yearsand are
now accomplishing evay day, and begraeful thatwe have
at least our meager resourceprotection tools andthousands
of fellow citizenswilling to use them. 1I'd say the glassis
about2/3 full here.

In closing, | want to thank MACC’s wonderful and
supporive stef and Board of Directorsfor making the last
five yearsthebeg in my caregr. It istruetha | amleaving
my staff role at MACC, butrestassurel | will stayin close
contad and | will remain your friendand strongsupporter
Keep up the goodwork!

Ken Pruitt’s last day as MACC'’s Executive Direcbr is
April 11. At pres time, MACC is in the processof
interviewing candidaesfor the postion.

s E—

Ernston Control Solutons

FilterMiti™ installed with Oroundscapes” sossgost Wenids are suseesalul
& superir o sther methods

Cirpanedscapes” offem applcations for ernson conirnl, topdressng,
compost ten bends, & tea brewers.

WWW IO BCA DRRCXDTESS. COM
P. . Box 737, Wrentham, MA 02093
CHfice:{50B3EA-T 140 FAX:(S0E384-0571
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Thanks to our 2008
Annual Environmental
Conference Sponsors

SUPPORTER
MNNSTAR

DONORS

Beals & Thomas
BSC Group
McGregor & Associates
National Grid
Rinker Materials - Stormceptor

KEY CONTRIBUTORS

Horsley Witten
Hydroworks
LEC Environmental Consultants
New England Environmental
Norfolk Ram Group
Tetra Tech Rizzo
Tighe & Bond
Weston & Sampson Engineers

CONTRIBUTOR
Brackett & Lucas

FRIEND
Law Office of Michael G. Sites
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(Continued from page 5, Highlights from the 2008 Conference)

unde alow arch lealing to the cafeteria, alowing MACC
to provide door-b-door savice. We also plan to add a
third vannextyear to decrease wait times

Tharks agan to everyone — volunteers, spe&ers,
exhibbitors, sponsorsand of courseeveryonewho madeit
throughthe snaw to attend this year’s conference.Seeyou
nextyear!

Ken Pruitt is MACC's Exeautive Director.

Environmental Consulting Services
For Conservation Commissions

Environmentd Pemit Review

Wetland Delineation Reviews

, ; Condrudion Compliance Monitoring
AESERVATION | Erogon Control Plans

I l MO Stormwder Managenent Systen

Evduations

Wetland Restoration & Miti gation Plans

Rare Speies Habitat Studies

Vernd PoolAssessnents

Wetlard PlantNursel ard Planting Services

ETLANMDE

Wetlands Preservation, Inc.
Environmental Consulting Services
475Ipswich Road, Boxford, MA 01921 (978)352-7903
47 Newton Road,Plaistav, NH 03865 (603) 382-3435
FAX : (603)382-3492E-MAIL: info@welandwpi.com
Website: www.wetandwpi.com

Treating Stormwater in over 300 New England
cities and towns

SEOPMICETIOM i et e e Engandctes
B oS, ommoepinr is protecing e qualy nd e
enwenemen, Stemoasto Systems remive aad regzn
stmmter g0l fars such a5 sediment e ok

Y Bpdncarhons

v S| ogpr reduces consiTuchion oost and inpedt o
e bl

+ E2y atoess iy quick inspections and maniarena:

 Yarsalie - iiea far mes s or reelt sppications

Wisr; wnw Enereiomecaaton cam T B3 one 2000
SSITRCRIION SySams of Conac Risker Matpias at

(413 262 3641,
@ g
WS
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| Fq..q Spring/Summer 2008 Educational Offerings - -

4

- '}P.g;_x = (Registration on page 14) - t:_, =
s Y . P
f Valuable MACC educational programs LI
are available to you this spring.

Sign up as soon as possible to reserve your space.

North Shore Fundamentals For Conservation Commissioners Series

Saturday, May 3 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 5 ~ Wetland Types: Their Functions and Values
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.  Unit 6 ~ Writing an Effective Order of Conditions
Saturday, May 10 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 2 ~ Getting Home Before Midnight: How to Run An Effective Meeting
12:30 - 3:30 p.m.  Unit 4 ~ Plan Review & Site Visit Procedures
Saturday, June 7 (check-in: 8:30 a.m.)
9:00-11:30 a.m. Unit 7 ~ Open Space Planning & Protection Techniques
12:30 - 3:00 p.m. Unit 8 ~ Managing Conservation Lands

(For all of the above, materials included. Bring a bag lunch.)

Thanks to EDGEW&I % for donating the use of its facility.

TECHMN LG Y

Edgewater Technology, Inc. ¢ 20 Harvard Hill Square ® Wakefield, MA 01880

Basic/Intermediate Wetland Delineation Workshop
with Ingeborg Hegemann and Patrick Garner

Stow Town Building, 380 Great Road, Stow

Saturday, May 31
(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (limit 20) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

This workshop is designed for Conservation Commissioners eager to learn more about wetland delineation
methodology. Classroom activities will be designed for individuals new to delineation and will be a review
for intermediate delineators. Participants will learn about wetland ecology - including hydrology, soils and
vegetation - in addition to wetland delineation in Massachusetts using the DEP Manual “Delineating
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands under the MA Wetlands Protection Act”. Field activities will provide
opportunities for beginner and intermediate teams. Participants will observe and discuss common wetland
indicator plants, review soil test pits in both disturbed and undisturbed locations, and practice delineating
a wetland. DEP manual included with registration.

Attendees should bring a bag lunch and come dressed for field work - sturdy footwear, long sleeves and
long pants recommended. Refreshments and cool drinks will be provided.
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Basic Wetland Delineation
Workshops with John Rockwell

Marion Town House, 2 Spring Street
Marion

Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils
Saturday, May 17

(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Focus is on hydric soils, indicators of wetland
hydrology and understanding the DEP BVW
Delineation Field Data form: Section II.
Indicators of Hydrology
(limit 15) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Basic Wetland Delineation: Vegetation
Saturday, June 14

(Check-in: 8:00 a.m.) Class: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Focus is on wetland vegetation and
understanding the DEP BVW Delineation Field
Data Form: Section I. Vegetation.

(limit 15) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Lunch and DEP manual Delineating Bordering
Vegetated Wetlands under the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act are included in each
session. Bring pen/pencil and pocket
calculator. Field work in the afternoon.
Presented in cooperation with the Buzzards
Bay National Estuary Program.

Participants in both workshops will become
more familiar with the state methodology of
wetland delineation through practice
sessions, case studies and a field session;
they will be introduced to plant identification
and be shown how to use the DEP manual
“Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands
under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act”.

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop

Instructors: Peter Fletcher, Gillian Davies

Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
Sudbury

Thursday, July 10
(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00-4:00

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead
transparencies, hands-on exercises, field
exercise. Topics: Soils of Massachusetts;
Geological Past and its Influence on Our Soils;
Soil Texture - Percent Sand, Silt, and Clay; Soil
Color; Describing a Soil Profile; Estimating
Depth to Seasonal High Water Table. The
afternoon field trip- work in small groups and
describe different soil test pits in the field
which will cover a broad range of soil
features. Instructor will provide the field
equipment needed for this exercise. Bring a
bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Hydric Soil Workshop
Field Identification,
Documentation and Delineation

Instructors: Peter Fletcher, Gillian Davies
Garden in the Woods, Framingham

Thursday, July 17
(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00-4:00

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead
transparencies, hands-on exercises, and field
exercise. Topics: Upland Soils vs. Wetland
Soils and Soil Features Associated with
Wetlands. Several sites will be visited that
have varied wetland and soil conditions.
Participants will work in small groups and
delineate the hydric soil boundary using the
State DEP Methodology. Field equipment will
be provided. Bring a bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0
Advanced Credits)

MACC Newsletter  March/April 2008
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MACC Spring/Summer 2008 Registration

Name

Commission/Organization

Address work home
City/State/Zip Phone ( )
E-mail

Please include payment and mail to: MACC, 10 Juniper Rd., Belmont, MA 02478. Member fee applies to Conservation
Commissioners and staff when Commission’s dues are paid and other MACC members. Non-members may receive member
rate by joining MACC. Call for details — 617.489.3930. Cancellation must be received in writing (mail, fax, e-mail) at least 2
business days prior to a session. No refund or credit for less than 2 days notice. Credit may be applied to future programs.
A $10 processing fee will be deducted.

Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners (North Shore Series)
(MACC Members $45 per Unit; Non-members $60)

Saturday « May 3 < Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield

Morning: Unit 5 Afternoon: Unit 6 $
Saturday » May 10 « Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield

Morning: Unit 2 Afternoon: Unit 4 $
Saturday ¢ June 7 « Edgewater Technology, Inc., Wakefield

Morning: Unit 7 Afternoon: Unit 8 $

Workshops
Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils

(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 15 (2.0 Advanced Credits)
Saturday * May 17 < Marion Town House, Marion $

Basic/Intermediate Wetland Delineation
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 20 (2.0 Advanced Credits)
Saturday « May 31 « Stow Town Building, Stow $

Basic Wetland Delineation: Vegetation
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $100) Limit 15 (2.0 Advanced Credits)
Saturday ¢ June 14 « Marion Town House, Marion $

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $110) Limit 25 (2.0 Advanced Credits)
Thursday  July 10 « Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury $

Hydric Soil Workshop - Field Identification, Documentation and Delineation
(MACC Members $85, Non-members $110) Limit 25 (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Thursday ¢ July 17 « Garden in the Woods, Framingham $
TOTAL $
Method of payment: Check enclosed: [
Bill my credit card: VISA [0 Mastercard [ American Express [ Discover [
Card number: Exp. date
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The i
/A\ Neve-Morin
Group, Inc.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

*“REGISTERED" “PERMIT SPECIALISTS™
John M. Mornn, PE Greg Hochmuth, RS
John @ nevemonin.com Ureg & nevemorio com

Performing personalized professional services since 1975
Sor Commercial, Indisirial and Residential elienrs,
Civil Enpasers-Surveyors-Environmenial Consmliaras-Land Lse Planners

973-847-25846 447 (d Baosion Road
Pax S7H-EE7-3480 US Rowte |
W Y TR 0 Topsfield, bMA G153

MEC

Minsk, Gould & Costellic, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

St'nu'u_s" -I:'q'.lr_ll:n'.rm'.n'mu. Srarl! Busimesyes, ."'.".r.ur-Pr.-'rﬁ:
Chrganizanions and frdividuels

=The CPA, Mever
LlnafSerestimabe
The ¥alue™
™

Tax Planning « Tax Freparation
Auedit, Review and
Accouming Services
Business Advisery Services
Estate & Hetirement Planning

We cﬂn H'-E]p BaE

(781) 329-5770

105 Eastern Avenoe, Suite 210, Dedham, MA 02026

DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLES

RUMMING OR MOT
and get a tax deduction to

MACC

e
« S0

CALL TOLL FREE {have title with you)
1-877-CARS-4-US Ext. 1749

SEEKAMP ENVIRONMENTAL

35, CONSULTING, INC. 2%

.

Wetland Delineation « Environmental Permitting
Wetland Mitigation ~  Construction Monitoring/

Wildlife Habitat
Assessment

Erosion Control/NPDES
o Project Reviews

12 ROUTE 125 KIMGSTON, NH 03848
TEL: 603.642.8300 FAX: 603.642.8500

Working together to make sure our environment is protected.

Proud sponsor of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation
Commissions Annual Environmental Conference 2008.

MNSTAR
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CALENDAR

April 8, 2008. Integrating Water Resources
Management. Sponsored by UMass Water Resources
Research Center. UMass, Amherst. Visit wvw.WRRC
conference.com for details.

May 3, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 5 & 6. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

May 10, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 2 & 4. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

May 17, 2008. Basic Wetland Delineation: Soils.
Marion Town House, Marion. See pages 13, 14 for details
and registration.

May 19-20, 2008. Hydric Soils. Sponsored by UMass,
Ambherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for detalils.

May 21-22, 2008. Advanced Hydric Soils. Sponsored
by UMass, Amherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for
details.

MACC is a Member of Earth Share of
New England and the Massachusetts
Environmental Collaborative.

May 31, 2008. Basic/Intermediate Wetland
Delineation. Stow Town Bulding, Stow. See pages 13,
14 for details and registration.

June 7, 2008. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 7 & 8. Edgewater Technology, Inc.,
Wakefield. See pages 12, 14 for details and registration.

Plant
Visit

June 12-13, 2008. |Inland Wetland
Identification. Sponsored by UMass, Amherst.
www.UMassULearn.net for details.

June 14, 2008. Basic Wetland Delineation:
Vegetation. Marion Town House, Marion. See pages 13,
14 for details and registration.

July 10, 2008. Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop.
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury. See
pages 13, 14 for details and registration.

July 11-12, 2008. Wetland Delineation. Sponsored by
UMass, Amherst. Visit www.UMassULearn.net for details.

July 17, 2008. Hydric Soil Workshop - Field
Identification, Documentation and Delineation.
Garden in the Woods, Framingham. See pages 13, 14 for
details and registration.

Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions
10 Juniper Road

Belmont, MA 02478

617.489.3930

www.maccweb.org

Non-profit Organization
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